When You Need
to Know God Is Near
by Michele Cushatt

Behold, I am with you and will keep you
wherever you go, and will bring you back
to this land. For I will not leave you until I
have done what I have promised you.
—Genesis 28:15

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be
with you wherever you go.
—Joshua 1:9

By day the Lord went ahead of them in a
pillar of cloud to guide them on their way
and by night in a pillar of fire to give them
light, so that they could travel by day or
night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor
the pillar of fire by night left its place in
front of the people.
—Exodus 13:21-22

You make known to me the path of life; in
your presence there is fullness of joy; at
your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
—Psalm 16:11

And he said, “My presence will go with you,
and I will give you rest.”
—Exodus 33:14

For the Lord your God is a merciful God; he
will not abandon or destroy you or forget
the covenant with your ancestors, which
he confirmed to them by oath.
—Deuteronomy 4:31
The Lord himself goes before you and will
be with you; he will never leave you nor
forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged.
—Deuteronomy 31:8
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Even though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for
you are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
—Psalm 23:4

In the shelter of your presence you hide
them from all human intrigues; you keep
them safe in your dwelling from accusing
tongues.
—Psalm 31:20

The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and
saves those who are crushed in spirit.
—Psalm 34:18
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God is our refuge and strength, an
ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we
will not fear, though the earth give way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the
sea, though its waters roar and foam and
the mountains quake with their surging.
There is a river whose streams make glad
the city of God, the holy place where the
Most High dwells. God is within her, she
will not fall; God will help her at break of
day. Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
he lifts his voice, the earth melts. The Lord
Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our
fortress.
—Psalm 46:1-7

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where
can I flee from your presence? If I go up to
the heavens, you are there; if I make my
bed in the depths, you are there. If I rise on
the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far
side of the sea, even there your hand will
guide me, your right hand will hold me
fast. If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide
me and the light become night around
me,”even the darkness will not be dark to
you; the night will shine like the day, for
darkness is as light to you.
—Psalm 139:7-12

The Lord is near to all who call on him, to
all who call on him in truth. He fulfills the
desires of those who fear him; he hears
their cry and saves them.
—Psalm 145:18-19

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be
dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold
you with my righteous right hand.
—Isaiah 41:10

In all their distress he too was distressed,
and the angel of his presence saved them.
In his love and mercy he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the
days of old.
—Isaiah 63:9
I will place shepherds over them who will
tend them, and they will no longer be
afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing,”
declares the Lord. “The days are coming,”
declares the Lord, “when I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, a King who will
reign wisely and do what is just and right in
the land.
—Jeremiah 23:4-5

“For where two or three are gathered in my
name, there am I among them.”
—Matthew 18:20

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about
your life, what you will eat or drink; or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not
life more than food, and the body more
than clothes? Look at the birds of the air;
they do not sow or reap or store away in
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not much more valuable
than they? Can any one of you by worrying
add a single hour to your life?”
—Matthew 6:25-27
Ask and it will be given to you; seek and
you will find; knock and the door will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks
receives; the one who seeks finds; and to
the one who knocks, the door will be
opened. Which of you, if your son asks for
bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks
for a fish, will give him a snake? If you,
then, though you are evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father in heaven give good
gifts to those who ask him!
—Matthew 7:7-11
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When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion on them, because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd.
—Matthew 9:36

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet
not one of them will fall to the ground
outside your Father’s care. And even the
very hairs of your head are all numbered.
So don’t be afraid; you are worth more
than many sparrows.
—Matthew 10:29-31

Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy
and my burden is light.
—Matthew 11:28-30

And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age.
—Matthew 28:20

The Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace
and truth.
—John 1:14

I will not leave you as orphans; I will come
to you.
—John 14:18

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved
you. Now remain in my love.
—John 15:9

Don’t you know that you yourselves are
God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in
your midst?
—1 Corinthians 3:16

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though
outwardly we are wasting away, yet
inwardly we are being renewed day by day.
For our light and momentary troubles are
achieving for us an eternal glory that far
outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not
on what is seen, but on what is unseen,
since what is seen is temporary, but what
is unseen is eternal.
—2 Corinthians 4:16-18

Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until
the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer
waits for the land to yield its valuable crop,
patiently waiting for the autumn and
spring rains. You too, be patient and stand
firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.
—James 5:7-8

In all this you greatly rejoice, though now
for a little while you may have had to suffer
grief in all kinds of trials. These have come
so that the proven genuineness of your
faith—of greater worth than gold, which
perishes even though refined by fire—may
result in praise, glory and honor when
Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have
not seen him, you love him; and even
though you do not see him now, you
believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are
receiving the end result of your faith, the
salvation of your souls.
—1 Peter 1:6-9
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But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light.
—1 Peter 2:9

And the God of all grace, who called you
to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have
suffered a little while, will himself restore
you and make you strong, firm and
steadfast.
—1 Peter 5:10

So we have come to know and to believe
the love that God has for us. God is love,
and whoever abides in love abides in God,
and God abides in him.
—1 John 4:16

To him who is able to keep you from
stumbling and to present you before his
glorious presence without fault and with
great joy—to the only God our Savior be
glory, majesty, power and authority,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all
ages, now and forevermore! Amen.
—Jude 24-25

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If
anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in and eat with that
person, and they with me.
—Revelation 3:20

And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God
is with man. He will dwell with them, and
they will be his people, and God himself
will be with them as their God.”
—Revelation 21:3
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